We are members of the Oak Ridge church of Christ. We call ourselves Christians (Acts 11:26) and we hold to the Bible as our one and only Truth. Church of Christ is a biblical description of Christians who work together for the cause of Christ (Ro. 16:16). We are independent assemblies with no organization beyond our own number as described in Phil. 1:1. There are Christians across the world working with local congregations of God’s people such as described in Rev. 2-3. Christians are members of Christ’s body, which is also known as His Church (Acts 2:47, Eph. 5:23). Our mission is to stand for God’s truth (the gospel) and teach it to all people (Matt. 28:18-20, Romans 1:16, 1 Tim. 3:15). We are accountable to our one and only Head Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:22-23, Col. 1:18).








Can We Judge?
We have a growing problem in our society, in our country, and in the world. This problem has to do with the idea that it does not really matter what sins someone commits or what evil deeds he does because people say that we are not to judge anyone. It seems people think we are at a point in our society that we now cannot judge whether sins is sin or not? I have heard people say we cannot judge whether one is right or wrong because the Bible says "Judge not". Is that what the Bible says? We are going to look into God's Word tonight and examine the question, "Can We Judge?"

A. Judge not, that you be not judged.

Matthew 7:1-5 - Jesus says judge (condemn) not that you be not judged (condemned). The idea is if you point a finger at someone else, there are three more pointing back to you. The judgement that Jesus is condemning is hypocritical judgement; holding others to a standard that you will not hold yourself to. In fact, Jesus condones judging others in verse 5 so you can help them remove the speck or splinter in their eye. The point is, if you are going to judge someone on something, make sure you have looked in the mirror and are not guilty of that same sin yourself. Once you have addressed your sin, you can clearly see what your brother needs to do to take care of his sin.

B. Areas where Judgement is required in the very same chapter of Matthew 7

1. Verse 6 - In order to do this you have made a judgement on who is a dog or swine.
2. Verses 7-11 - We need to make a judgement as to what to ask God for in prayer.
3. Verse 12 - We have to judge how we behave toward others.
4. Verses 13-14 - We have to judge which one is the narrow gate that leads to life.
5. Verses 15-20 - We have to judge whether one is a false prophet by inspecting his fruit
6. Verses 21-23 - We have to judge whether we are doing the will of God.
7. Verses 24-27 - We have to judge whether we are going to be a foolish or wise man

C. There is a judgement that is reserved only for God

1. Luke 12:4-5 - Fear the one who has the power to cast into Hell
2. Acts 10:39-43, 17:30-31, 1 Peter 4:5 - Jesus will judge the living and the dead
3. Romans 12:19-21 - Vengeance belongs to the Lord
4. 2 Corinthians 5:9-11 - All must appear before the judgement seat of Christ
5. 2 Timothy 4:1, 8 - The Lord, the righteous Judge
6. Hebrews 10:30-31 - The living God will judge His people
7. 1 Peter 1:17 - The Father judges each one without partiality, according to each one's work

D. Other examples where Christians must use Judgement or Discernment

1. John 7:24 - Christians are to judge with righteous judgement, not by appearance.
2. 1 Corinthians 5:12, 6:5 - A Christian makes judgements within the local congregation
3. 1 Corinthians 15:33 - A Christian needs to use judgement in choosing companions
4. Philippians 1:9-11 - Christians grow in discernment and approve excellent things
5. Hebrews 5:14 - Mature Christians are able to discern (judge) both good and evil
CLOSE

As we can see from the Bible there is a judgement that God demands of every person. Malachi 3:18 and 4:1 put two things together. God's people are to discern (or judge) between the righteous and the wicked and between one who serves God and one who does not. Chapter 4:1 tells why we must make these judgements; because there is going to be a day that is coming where God will pass final judgement. 

Now what about you tonight? Examine yourselves (2 Corinthians 13:5). Are you in sin tonight? Have you become a Christian by repenting of your sins and being baptized in water in order to wash them away (Acts 22:16)? If you judge that you are in sin or have not become a Christian, based on God's Word (James 1:25), then do something about your situation before it is too late!

We invite all in our audience to our Bible studies on Wednesday at 7pm and Sunday morning at 9am. We would love to study God’s together with you! Please check the scriptures we have covered tonight. We want to help you in any way we can. Contact us for Bible studies by telephone, e-mail, or simply come to one of our assemblies. Contact: We assemble at 225 North Purdue Ave. in Oak Ridge at 9am on Sundays and 7pm on Wednesdays; oakridgechurch.com; david.barry@oakridgechurch.com, murray.wade@oakridgechurch.com; (865) 693-1416

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our next live program is planned for November 6, 2023 when we plan to study “Humbling Ourselves to God” and we hope to see you next time on "Speaking The Truth In Love".

