Oak Ridge church of Christ, Wednesday (5/30/2018)

PP 1 - THE EVIDENCE OF GOD (Romans 1:18-20) – Teachings from the Bible are truly suppressed today!
PP 2 - Some basic questions:

What if the Bible is not true? Where did I come from? Where am I going? What is my life for? Why was the world created? Man cannot answer these questions. Evolution does not answer these questions!

*I have five handouts that I can make available to anyone who would like them; in hard copy and electronic form that I can email. If you would like copies of those, please let me know and I will get you a copy. I will also post all the files from tonight on our website.
HANDOUT #1

Genesis 1:1- 2:4 – As we read Sunday, this is the History and the Beginning! The Bible is not a science book. It is a History book that is consistent with science!
PP 3-4 - Refer to Chart 1 and Handout #1 (Exodus 20:8-11)
The most powerful evidence of Creation is what the Bible does not say. Writings that cover more than 2,000 years all say the earth was created by God in 6 (24 hour) days! There is no hint or mention of evolution or long days or long gaps between the days. For a different idea of how the heavens and earth were created you have to go outside the Word of God! None of these writings contradict the account of creation as found in Genesis! This is the History!
PP 5-6 - HANDOUT #2 – Scientific Accuracy of the Bible – the Bible is not a science book but is consistent with science.
PP 7 - HANDOUT #3 – Definitions

PP 8-9 – HANDOUT #4 – Problems with Evolution, TE, & Gap Theory

PP 10-11 – HANDOUT #5 – Questions to consider

PP 12 What an awesome God we have! His word spoke all the mountains, lakes, rivers, and valleys into existence (Psalm 148)!

EVIDENCES FROM THE BOOK OF JOB
SATAN: We see this from the first part of the book (Job 1:1-12). Satan is saying, "Job serves you only because you have blessed him. Take away his blessings and he will curse you to the face."(Job 1:11). Consider what Satan does to Job (Job 1:13-22). Satan tries a second time (Job 2:4-6). His second charge: "Take away his health and he will curse you to the face." (Job 2:5). Job knows the temptation to turn against God is not the answer to his questions or problems (Job 1:22, 2:10). 

FRIENDS: Job's 3 friends came to comfort him. But they were really more a discouragement than comfort. As Job said, "Miserable comforters are you all!" (Job 16:2, 17:10) The philosophy of his friends was: (1) The wicked suffer; (2) Job, you are suffering; (3) Job you are wicked (Job 22:4-6); (4) Therefore God will punish you until you repent. Job knows his friends do not have all the answers. He also knows he is not guilty of the wickedness that his friends are accusing him of. Friends can only truly help us if they point us to God.

People in the time of Jesus thought the same thing (John 9:1-3). Even today people think that if someone dies or gets very sick, that it is because they have sinned. This is not always the case.

FAMILY: If Job had leaned on human support instead of divine guidance we would not have a happy ending to our story. Job's wife told him to curse God and die (Job 2:9). Look at a passage in Job 19:13-20. We need to put our trust in God. He is our true friend and helper (Heb. 13:5-6). Job realizes family does not have the answers (unless they point us to God).
JOB’S PROBLEM: Job, despite problems and the hindrances of Satan, friends, and even family, puts His trust in the Almighty God. But Job had a problem. Even though He recognizes God is in control and does not forsake Him, he dares to contend with and rebuke Him. 

Job 7:11-21 - Job complains of what God has/has not done, that are really from Satan.

Job 10:1-17 - Job claims God will not acquit him of his iniquity.

Job 13:3-18 - Job wants to defend his ways before God.

Job 14:3-6 - Job asks why God troubles such a man.

Job 16:6-17 - Job claims that God has worn him out and delivered him to the ungodly.

Job 19:5-13 - Job claims God has stripped him of his glory.

Job 23:2-7 - Job complains, is bitter, and wants to present his case before God.

Job 30:20-23 - Job charges God with being cruel

Job 40:2 - This passage sums up Job’s problem. He contends with and rebukes God.
Job thinks he knows that God is responsible for his suffering. Who is? Satan.
*God uses Evidences from His own creation to convince Job of his proper place. Brethren, we can use evidences of God to convince our friends, neighbors, and loved ones of their proper place with God!
THREE EXAMPLES OF GOD’S CREATION  

1. Job 9:7-10, 26:7, 11, 38:31-33 - Job recognizes God’s Heavens, but does not comprehend them (Isaiah 40:25-28, Ps. 19:1) [PP 13] – 2017 Eclipse). Have you ever heard advertisements to name your own star? This has been going on for decades and there are always enough stars to name a new one. 



2. Job 40:15-24 (verse 15 is against evolution) - God tells Job about the Behemoth - maybe the king of all land creatures. Could be a description of some sort of dinosaur? God’s message: Job, you cannot control the behemoth and you dare to stand before the Creator of the behemoth. 

La Brea Tar Pits [PP 14-21] Rancho La Brea Tar Pit) – This is the type of environment Job lived in and could relate to!
3. Job 41:1-34 – God tells Job about Leviathon (Ps. 104:26) - maybe the king of all creatures in water - This seems to be a creature such as a dragon, a large crocodile, or a whale. God makes the point again that you cannot control Leviathon, how do you think you will be able to stand before the Creator of Leviathon.  PP 28 – Blue Whale; PP 29 – Facts about Blue Whales 

As a side note: Have you ever had someone say that the Bible does not mention dinosaurs? Well, the simple answer is yes it does. The water dinosaurs were made on Day 5 of Creation and the land dinosaurs were made on Day 6 of Creation!
In all examples, Job recognizes what God has created but he lacks the wisdom to understand it. Therefore, how dare Job the creature, question God the Creator (Romans 9:19-24).

Job 42:1-9 - Job, God’s servant, gets the point (James 5:10-11). God shows Job, by His creations, that Job’s wisdom is nothing. Job’s wisdom is in his submission to the Almighty Creator who has made and controls all things (the stars and planets in the sky, all land creatures, and all sea creatures). Job may not have ever known the whole story, but he did learn one thing. No one is to question, contend with, or rebuke the Almighty Creator! This also applies when we are tempted to not obey His Word or honor His Word. Evidences of the power of Almighty God pricked Job’s heart to realize he was out of line and out of his proper place with God. God uses those evidences to show Job his proper place, and we can do the same with our friends and neighbors.
Ironically his friends who accused Job of sin have to ask for Job to pray for them (Job 42:7-9).
*When we are tempted to question God’s will, we must remember our Creator (Ecclesiastes 12:1-2). 

Job got the point, have we? Do the evidences we see put us in our proper place with God? (Romans 1:20-25). Look at how God blessed Job when he truly and completely humbled himself to God (Job 42:10-17, James 5:10-11).

EVIDENCES FROM THE BOOK OF JOB (SLIDE KEY)
The Heavens (PP 13)

13. Eclipse
La Brea Tar Pits (PP 14-21)



14. Mammoth and Saber-toothed Cat Mural


15. Fossil Birds from Rancho La Brea


16. Saber-toothed Cat


17. Dire Wolf (400 lbs)


18. Saber-toothed Cat, Giant Ground Sloth, Bear, and Dire Wolf Mural


19. Mammoths and The Lake Pit


20. Mammoth Skeleton

21. Life Size Imperial Mammoth – 5 times the size of African Elephants you can see at the Knoxville Zoo


PP 22 – BLUE WHALE

PP 23 – FACTS ABOUT BLUE WHALES

•
Largest animal of all time and God created him

•
Babies can gain 200 pounds per day

•
Can grow to a length of 100 feet

•
Can grow to a weight of 300,000 lbs

•
Can eat 40,000,000 krill (small shrimp) or about 8,000 lbs per day

•
Can live to be 100 years old           

