James Chapter 4
Pride

· When we see great men overcome pride - Job, David, Paul

· Our children and our brethren – own up to mistakes
· Ourselves – when we realize we have been totally wrong about something and repent  
· When one becomes a disciple of Jesus - putting pride aside and giving control of their lives to Jesus!
These are all victories for God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit!
When we realize we are being worldly in our lives, when we have times we are tempted to think we are better than others, when we think we are in control our lives; those are times when we need to swallow our pride, humble ourselves, and remember our lives totally belong to Jesus. 

I think James chapter 4 can help us and I think we miss something when we do not consider the entire chapter together. Let’s start by reading James 4.
1. Friendship with the World (verses 1-10) (1 Corinthians 6:19, 2 Corinthians 6:14)

2. Looking down on a brother or sister (verses 11-12) – much like Matthew 7:1-5 when we are told to not judge or condemn (same Greek word) with hypocritical judgment but rather look at ourselves first and then we can see clearly an issue in a brother. James is saying you cannot set yourself as God, he is the only one who can judge/condemn eternally (different Greek word of judge in verse 11).
3. Planning for the future as if it is certain (verses 13-17) (Luke 12:15-21)

James warns us about the dangers of pride in our lives. Good lessons to keep in mind 2,000 years ago and good lessons for today!
Maybe pride is hindering you today? 
· Maybe pride has you trying to blend in with the world? 

· Maybe pride has gotten in the way of a relationship with a brother or sister or a neighbor? 

· Maybe you have been getting too caught up with plans for the future, forgetting that everything that may happen is “if the Lord wills”? 

· Or maybe pride has held you back from acknowledging a sin that you have that could be a stumbling block for you and others? Satan loves when we do not acknowledge sin or ask for forgiveness of it. That is when he has us. 
*We all need to do as James says; submit to God, resist the Devil and he will flee, and God will lift us up. When we completely humble ourselves we can be forgiven of our sins and overcome the temptations we struggle with.

Maybe pride is holding you back from becoming a Christian? The only way one can be lifted up in God’s eyes is by total submission to His will. Believe Him, Confess that Jesus is the Son of God, turn away from your sins and decide to turn to God, and be baptized to wash your sins away. Sometimes we have to swallow our pride in order to be lifted up!

If we can help you know, please come forward while we stand and sing!

